
  
   
 

                                  

 

 

 
 Updated: April 10, 2020                   Page 1 of 3 
            This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

DC WIC COVID-19 Expanded Food List FAQs: 
 
Q1: How should cashiers split a purchase between two WIC checks?  How should cashiers write the 
total amount of the purchase on each WIC check at the Point Of Sale (POS)? 
 

A1: A  food item may be split across two WIC checks in the following situations: 

EGGS 
 
The WIC check will still list “001 dozen medium or large white eggs” – but the DC WIC COVID-19 
Expanded Food List lets you know that other egg options are allowed at this time, including 6-ct, 12-
ct, and 18-ct cartons.  

For example, if a participant presents two (2) WIC checks, each listing 001 dozen eggs, but the store 
is out of 12-ct egg cartons, the participant may purchase an 18-ct AND a 6-ct of eggs, and will have 
to spend both checks. The cashier may use the price of the 18-ct on one check, and the price of the 
6-ct on the other check.  

If a participant has two (2) checks for 001 dozen eggs, they may use the following combination of 
cartons to reach two dozen eggs: 

 1 x 18-ct + 1 x 6-ct eggs 

 2 x 12-ct eggs 

 4 x 6-ct eggs 
 

 
 
  

https://20158fdc-f4db-4436-a8f3-8d0d4c02c740.filesusr.com/ugd/9c5a7a_8e12d40dd4194970b0e4f502051f6da9.pdf
https://20158fdc-f4db-4436-a8f3-8d0d4c02c740.filesusr.com/ugd/9c5a7a_8e12d40dd4194970b0e4f502051f6da9.pdf
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CHEESE 
 

At this time, WIC participants are allowed to purchase cheese in larger sizes, such as 24oz, 38oz, 
and 48oz packages. These larger packages may only be purchased if a participant is using 
multiple WIC checks.   

 
Cheeses that will require being split across multiple checks are only one package item. Here, 
simply add the price of the larger package of cheese to one of the checks, and do not include a 
price for cheese on the other check.  

 
Q2 – So WIC participants can purchase a 48oz package of cheese if using two checks that each list 16oz 
of cheese, even though 48oz is more than the 32oz allowed by the two checks when combined? 
 

A2 – No, at this time the following rules apply to larger packages of cheese: 
 

o A 38oz package of cheese may be split across two (2) checks listing 16oz cheese 
o A 48oz package of cheese must be split across three (3) checks listing 16oz cheese  
o A participant may purchase a 24oz AND an 8oz package of cheese to equal 32oz when 

presenting two (2) checks, each listing 16oz cheese  
 

Q3 – Does a 28-pack of string cheese / cheese sticks need to be split between two checks? 
 

A3 – No, both the 24-pack or the 28-pack of string cheese (or cheese sticks) may count as the 
16oz cheese option, when listed on a participant’s check. 

 
Q4 – Can a WIC participant buy Lactaid / Lactose-Free Milk with added Calcium if the % fat listed on 
their check is not available without added Calcium? 
 

A4– Yes, WIC participants can purchase Lactaid and lactose-free milks with added calcium. 
 
Q5 – Can a WIC participant purchase multi-packs of yogurt, like a 4-pack? 
 

A5 – As long as the total number of ounces does not exceed the amount listed on the check, 
then yes!  

 
For example: If the participant’s check lists 32oz of yogurt, then they may purchase a 4-pack of 
5.3oz containers which would equal 21.2oz, so they may purchase an additional two separate 
5.3oz containers, or an 8oz container, to bring the total number of ounces to 31.8oz or 29.2oz, 
respectively. 

 
  4-pack 5.3oz = 21.2oz  4-pack 5.3oz = 21.2oz 

              + (2 x 5.3oz) = 31.8oz     + 1 x 8oz = 29.2oz  
 
       Both are less than 32oz 
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Q6 – Should cashiers ration infant formula to WIC participant customers? Our store is limiting infant 
formula to two cans per customer.   
 

A6 – No. WIC participants must be able to purchase the full quantity of formula listed on each 
WIC check.  Cashers may not ration infant formula to WIC participant customers.  WIC 
participants may only use each WIC check one time, so it is important that they are able to 
receive all of the products listed on each check. Similac Advance and Similac Soy Isomil are the 
standard WIC-Contracted formulas, and all vendors are expected to be able to meet the 
supply of WIC-participant needs per the Vendor Agreement and the Minimum Stocking 
Requirements. If your store is experiencing shortages of these products, please consider setting 
some product aside for WIC participants. DC WIC authorized vendors are expected to be able to 
secure out-of-stock standard contract formulas within 24 hours of a participant’s request, per 
the Vendor Agreement.  
 

 
 

Other formulas such as, but not limited to, Enfamil NeuroPro Enfacare and Similac Alimentum 
are considered special formulas. When a participant needs these types of formulas, their WIC 
check will indicate the name of the formula, type (i.e. powder, RTU, concentrate), and quantity 
they are to receive. Authorized DC WIC Pharmacy locations are expected to be able to obtain 
any special formula on the DC WIC Approved Formulary within 48 hours of a participant’s 
request, per the Vendor Agreement.  

 
 Please note: there are additional flexibilities being approved for the temporary DC WIC COVID-19 

Expanded Food List. The State Agency will communicate these changes and update all training 
documents and this FAQ sheet as needed.  

 
 DC WIC staff are educating participants on how to use the DC WIC COVID-19 Expanded Food List in 

order to maximize their allowed benefits. WIC Participants and vendors should remember that this 
list is temporary, and that the Standard DC WIC Approved Food List should be used first and 
foremost. Items on the DC WIC COVID-19 Expanded Food List shall be options when standard items 
are not available.  

 

 If participants have questions regarding the DC WIC COVID-19 Expanded Food List, please encourage 
them to contact their WIC Local Agency. If vendors have any questions or need additional 
assistance, please contact Monica Tomasso at monica.tomasso@dc.gov or 202-236-6313. 

https://20158fdc-f4db-4436-a8f3-8d0d4c02c740.filesusr.com/ugd/9c5a7a_d271775411084e4db40ebdf5ce473947.pdf
https://20158fdc-f4db-4436-a8f3-8d0d4c02c740.filesusr.com/ugd/a048fe_6d9ae083001b474c99ceb42574bff8f7.pdf
mailto:monica.tomasso@dc.gov

